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IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Tentative Announcement for 1922 
Meeting 


A meeting of the Executive Board of 
the I. L. A. was held in the office of 
the president, Mr. Riley, on May 27th, 
Mr. Riley, Mrs. Stanton, Miss McCoy, 
Miss Anders, Miss Robinson and Mr. 
Sumner being present. It was decided 
after prolonged discussion to decline 
with thanks and regrets the cordial 
invitation to join Kansas, Missouri and 
Nebraska in a meeting at St. Joe, Mo. 

While fully appreciating the advan- 
tages which would come from a larger 
meeting and from association with li- 
brary workers in other states, the board 
felt first that they did not wish to 
place any other meeting in competition 
for attendance with the Detroit meet- 
ing of the A. L. A. which made the 
_hecessity of a joint meeting with other 
States much less necessary and desir- 
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able this year than when the A. L. A. 
meeting is at a greater distance from 
Iowa. 

But the determining factor which 
lead to their decision was the convic- 
tion that the librarians of the small 
libraries of the state, and they are the 
large majority, would be unable to at- 
tend the meeting at St. Joe thus de- 
priving them of a state meeting this 
year and they would be the librarians 
who would be unable to go to Detroit. 
Many of the librarians of the larger 
libraries who can do so, we trust will 
go to St. Joe. 

Invitations for the state meeting were 
received from Sioux City, Cedar Rapids 
and Masqn City. 

The board having in mind, however, 
the very enjoyable meetings held at 
Colfax and wishing to duplicate these 
as nearly as possible, have under con- 
sideration arrangements for holding 
the state meeting at Clear Lake, the 
last week in September or the first week 
in October. 

Hotel Oaks would be Headquarters 
and meeting place and Hotel Rogers 
would be available for an overflow. In 
addition to the attractions of Clear 
Lake as a resort there would be oppor- 
tunity for a visit to the Mason City 
Library, one of the best in the state. 

Clear Lake is accessible from almost 
every part of the state over the C., M. 
St. P. Main Line and the Rock Island 
Short Line. While the distance might 
seem to increase the expense of rail- 
road travel for those in the southern 














part of the state, the very moderate 
hotel rates which would undoubtedly be 
given would make the total cost of the 
meeting little, if any more, than one 
at a more central location, and a meet- 
ing at Clear Lake would mean a big 
Library House Party ‘‘just to our- 
selves’’ as the season will be over and 
the Oaks open for our accommodation 
alone. Arrangements might also be 
made for the week end for those who 
wished to remain. 

Definite announcement of time, place 
and program will be made later. 


1822 
Tentative Program of Third Annual 
Conference for Library Workers, 
| Towa City, July 5-6, 
Wednesday, July 5 

10 A. M. County libraries in Minne- 
sota.—Miss Clara F. Baldwin, State 
Dept. of Education. 

11 A. M. Activities of the Portland, 
Oregon, Public Library.—Miss Helen 
MeRaith. 

2. P. M. Possibilities of the public li- 
brary for the business man.—Mr. Frank 
K. Walter, Librarian, University of 
Minnesota. 

3. P. M. Religious books.—Rev. Ira 
J. Houston, Iowa City. 

Wednesday Evening, July 5 

Campus play. 

Thursday, July 6 

10 A. M. Writing Library news notes. 
—Prof. W. 8. Maulsby, Assistant Pro- 
fessor of English. 

11 A. M. Librarianship.—Miss Jose- 
phine Rathbone, Director, Pratt Insti- 
tute Library School. 

2 P. M. 

Miss Zana K. Miller, Library Bureau. 

3 P. M. Books on International rela- 
tions.—Assistant Prof. John E. Briggs. 


District Meetings—Iowa Library Asso- 
‘ ciation 

The joint meeting of the Middle East 

and Southeast Districts with Illinois in 

Davenport in February has already been 











announced. 





reported. Meetings in the other six dis- . 





tricts were held at the times and places 





The attendance this year was the 
largest of which the present secretary 
has record, being a total of 300 at the 
seven meetings, regresenting 107 lib. 
raries. The attendance in 1920 was 155, 
and 1921 was 200, with 91 libraries’ 
represented in 1920 and 94 in 1921. 

The largest meeting was at De 
Moines, with 57 present, though the 
largest number of libraries represented 
was 19 at Council Bluffs, and the largest 
number of trustees was 15 at Davenport, 
14 at Cherokee and 13 at Odebolt. 

The weather and roads were propitious 
for automobile travel, which partially 
accounts for the attendance. One of the 
gratifying features was the number of 
association libraries represented. 


Because of business engagements, Mr. 
W. F. Riley, President of the I. L. A 
was able to attend the meetings at Des 
Moines and Council Bluffs only. Those 
in attendance at these meetings know 
how much was lost at the other meetings 
by reason of his absence. 

Mr. Brigham was present at Council 
Bluffs and Odebolt in addition to the 
Des Moines meeting and added much to 
the discussions. At Odebolt, afternoon, 
evening and morning sessions were held. 
The evening meeting was held in the 
Presbyterian Church, where an address 
was given by Mr. Brigham on ‘‘ Anatole 
France the Nobel Prize Winner’’ which 
was enjoyed by all present. -Refresh- 
ments and a social time followed the 
formal program. 

The interest in all the meetings wa 
most excellent, the librarians taking part 
in discussions on the various subject 
represented on the programs. 

In addition to ‘‘Books’’ which Tt 
ceived a large share of time at all the 
meetings, the subjects discussed were: 
‘‘An itinerant mender and _ binder,” 
‘Keeping in touch with the profession” 
which included ‘‘Recruiting’’ in some 
places, ‘‘What can we do to help along 
County Libraries’? and ‘“‘The A. L, & 
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recommendation of $1.00 appropria- 
tion’’ which of course was broadened 
into a discussion of appropriations, their 
increase or danger of a decrease and 
other phases. 

Some of these subjects receive ex- 
tended notice elsewhere. 


In the county library discussion it was 
agreed that it is not wise to talk taxes 
for county libraries at this time, but 
much may be done in the way of public- 
ity and education by securing the in- 
terest and co-operation of the women’s 
clubs, especially the country clubs, the 
school people, the county superinten- 
dents, and country teachers, and the 
Farm Bureaus. The county and home 
demonstration agents of these bureaus 
come in contact with more people in the 
county than any other agency, and can 
be of much help in promoting a senti- 
ment for a county library and their co- 
operation should be sought. 

The treasurer of the I. L. A. was 
represented at each meeting and about 
$50.00 in membership dues collected. 
There are still librarians and trustees 
whose dues for this year the treasurer 
would be glad to receive. Send your 
remittance to Miss Mae C. Anders, 
‘ Public Library, Des Moines. 





Want to See in the Quarterly 


With the wish to make the Quarterly 
of the greatest help possible to the li- 
brarians of the state, a card was ad- 
dressed to them asking that they send 
immediately to the editor articles, items 
or subjects for articles which they would 
like to see in the Quarterly. 

The contents of this issue is almost 
entirely the result of the responses re- 
ceived with more to follow in the next. 

In addition to the subjects on which 
articles, symposiums, ete., have been se- 
cured, some appearing in this issue, some 
later, information or help is desired on 
the following. Who will volunteer this 
for the next number? Send to Miss 
Robinson before September 1st. 

‘Suggestion for something new in the 


way of Library Notes for the local pa- 
pers.’’ 

‘* How are librarians to distinguish be- 
tween the non-objectionable and the ob- 
jectionable books. The objectional feat- 
ures are so often omitted from the re- 
views.’’ 

‘*How, in a small library, with only 
one worker, to give the children’s depart- 
ment the necessary attention without 
neglecting the routine work of the main 
library. Are there any short-cuts in 
routine work?’’ 

‘*Suggestions for County Fair exhib- 
its. Something especially attractive to 
the people of the rural communities.’’ 

‘*How to get children and young peo- 
ple to read the best books, especially the 
class books.’’ 

‘‘Making library rest rooms, waiting 
rooms, parcel rooms, meetings places, 
etc., ete.’’ 

‘*Children’s work; what may be done 
with stations in stores, factories, school 
buildings, how conducted, ete.’’ 

‘*Suggestions for publicity.’’ 

‘*Honest information about books in 
book reviews.’’ 

‘*Book reviews of some of the most 
talked-of books.’’ 

‘*A better use of periodicals.’’ 

‘What should an up-to-date reference 
department in a small library contain ?’’ 





A. L. A. Conference, 1922 

The 1922 Conference of the A. L. A. 
will be held at Detroit, June 26th to 
July 1st. The location and the reduced 
railroad rates should attract many lowa 
librarians. 

Information regarding program, rates 
ete., has been given in the A. L. A Bul- 
letin. If further information is desired, 
write the A. L. A. Headquarters, 78 E. 


Washington street, Chicago, Ill. Re- 
quests should also be made there for cer- 
tificate necessary to secure excursion 
rates. 











Libraries and Economy 

The following editorial appeared in 
the Des Moines Tribune of May 6. We 
would suggest that librarians ask their 
respective newspapers to reprint it with 
proper credit. 

‘William F. Riley, president of the 
Iowa Library Association, warned a dis- 
trict meeting of librarians here that 
municipal economy programs may fall 
rather heavily on public libraries during 
the coming two or three years. This is 
because reductions in appropriations for 
such purposes are expected to arouse 
less antagonism than curtailment’ else- 
where. 

There is a danger here. Libraries 
stand in a peculiar way for community 
culture and community progress. Pro- 
bably most citizens would rank them 


next to the public schools in importance. 


Yet because so few of us, relatively, 
make use of the library facilities which 
are ours, we fail to realize what re- 
trenchment may mean and may be led 
to acquiesce in economies which will 
prove almost disastrous. 

Library support really involves a very 
small percentage of public outlay. Pro- 
bably the waste which is taken as a 
matter of course in almost any other city 
department would cover it. For that 
reason, any economy in library funds 
which would produce a saving of conse- 
quence would seriously eripple the li- 
brary. 

Cities and towns of Iowa will do well 
to make sure of their ground before act- 
ing on any proposal to cut down library 
funds.’’ 





The Librarian, the Library and City 
Politics 

In exceptional cases a librarian would 
be justified in throwing her influence 
against a candidate for mayor, or coun- 
cilman, known to be hostile to the library 
or to herself as its head. 

Of course, the librarian should never 
be deterred from exercising her right 
to vote. But, except in rare instances, 
~ the librarian should avoid undue ac- 


tivity in local polities. She can best at. 
tain her ends by indirection. She should 
tactfully interest the influential men 
and women of her community in her 
aims and plans for the upbuilding of the 
library—not her library, but theirs. She 
should tactfully, not aggressively, take 


‘every occasion to inspire the friends of 


the library with a sense of their duty 
as citizens and voters to keep at the front 
the necessity of generously providing for 
the increased usefulness of the library, 
not alone as a book-distributing. center, 
but also as a central meeting place for 
clubs and committees, and a gathering 
place for lectures, concerts, art exhibits, 
ete. 

> As opportunity offers, the librarian 
may well appear in person, or by proxy, 
before the leading men’s and women’s 
clubs of her city, for the presentation 
of the library’s claims, veiling the direct 
purpose of her presentation in some such 
general subject as ‘‘The Library and the 
Community,’’ or ‘‘The Library asa 
Community Asset,’’ ete. 

This, on the shrewd theory of Mrs. 
Hale, whose famous recipe for cooking & 
hare begins with: ‘‘First catch your 
hare.’’ In other words, first actively 
interest your audience in the future of 
your library as a community asset and 
as a community center, and then—or 
later perhaps—make the direct appeal 
for an increase in the millage tax, or 
against any decrease of same; or, if 
necessary, for greater interest in the se- 
lection of city officials who are known 
to have broad views as to the library as 
an inspirer and educator. 

President Riley, of our State Library 
Association, in practical talks before 
several of our district conferences this 
spring, gave librarians and trustees ad- 


vice based upon his own experiences a — 


a library trustee in Des Moines. His 
miain .point was that they should not 
leave the question of budget and tax to 
the last day before action is taken; 
should not rely on a mere formal pre 


sentation of the library’s claims. They 


should, rather, take early action—even 
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before election—to see the respective 
candidates for mayor and councilmen 
and imbue them with their own library 
spirit, thus early putting them on their 
good behavior, secure from them if pos- 
sible a general commitment to their own 
library policy. 

After election, they should take the 
earliest possible action, to see the mayor 
—inviting him to the library or to lunch 
or dinner—talk over with him the needs 
of the library, suggesting several names 
of desirable trustees any one, or two, or 
three, of whom would be a source of 
strength to the library. They should 
follow up this course with similar in- 
vitations to and conferences with other 
members of the city council, individu- 
ally or collectively—or both. If this 
course is pursued, before the council or- 
ganizes itself into a watch-dog-of-the- 
treasury policy, the library interests 
stand a very fair chance of recognition. 
But, if they wait till the morning or eve- 
ning of the last day, relying solely upon 
the justness of their cause, they are 
almost sure to be informed that ‘‘there 
are other needs more imperative just at 
present.’’ 

This is only a general summary of 
Mr. Riley’s remarks, the full text of 
which should, and I trust will be pub- 
lished in the Quarterlyg With these gen- 
eralizations,: backed with Mr. Riley’s 
practical wisdom drawn by experience, 
I will conelude with the sage response 
of the old uncle in ‘‘Middlemarch:’’ 
“Yes (take part in local polities), but 
only to a certain extent, you know.’’ 

Johnson Brigham. 


Summer Reading 

The interest in summer reading, we 
believe, justifies the following sympo- 
sium. In addition to the word of warn- 
ing sounded by Miss Shellenberger, we 
feel constrained to emphasize again our 
conviction that for each librarian the 
goal which should be kept in _ view, 





should be not inerease in quantity of 
reading, but in the number of readers 
and the quality of the reading done, and 
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the elimination of the contest or compe- 
tition idea—the reading for the joy of 
it, not fer recognition or to surpass 
others. It is a question whether ten is 
not too many to require and we would 
urge a smaller number. (Editor) 





The summer time, more than any 
other season of the year, gives the 
children’s librarian an opportunity to 
legitimately try to stimulate reading 
among the children. As is always the 
case in library work with children, our 
efforts should be to reach all the child- 
ren rather than to issue many books to 
a few. I recall some years ago in talk- 
ing with the children’s librarian in a 
near-by city, that she said she was 
ashamed to say one child’ had read 
seventy books during the summer. She 
had occasion to be concerned about so 
much reading. 


It is the mediocre book which is easily 
read that makes a strong appeal in the 
warm weather. We defend the mediocre 
book on the ground that it is a stepping 
stone. The danger is that the child may 
not so tise it. Such books are one of 
the weakest points in the average 
juvenile department, and a point on 
which we are open to criticism especially 
when we ask recognition for the library 
as a part of the educational system of 
any city or community. 

It would seem a good educational ser- 
vice to have as a standard for the sum- 
mer’s work that all of our borrowers in 
the children’s department of the Public 
Library should read five good, strong 
books during their vacation. They will 
go back to school with more information, 
and will have kept in touch with books 
and study in a way that will bridge over 
the time when study ceases to be a habit. 

As means to this end, attractive book 
lists, offering an opportunity for choice, 
but not over-stimulating not offering re- 
wards, nor creating competition, are 
some of the librarian’s best tools. 

Grace Shellenberger, 
Librarian, Davenport. 


From the Iowa Federation of Women’s 
Clubs 

The Community Service Committee of 
the Iowa Federation of Women’s Clubs 
is helping to promote community spirit 
and community endeavor in as many 
different lines as possible. This com- 
mittee has just sent out a letter to all 
librarians in ‘the state, suggesting to 
them that they ask the local school 
board and the club women to co-operate 
with them in promoting summer read- 
ing among the school children this’ sum- 
mer. It is hoped to create a community 
interest through a common endeavor 
among the children, and through them, 
the grown people. 

It is further suggested that a com- 
munity meeting be held early in the fall, 
at which time a medal or some sort of 
recognition be presented by the school 
board to each child who has read and 
reviewed ten books selected by them 
from a list prepared by Miss Robinson 
for their respective grades. 

-The highest goal of a community— 
that which is striven for by all social 
and civie ageneies—is to create the best 
possible citizens in the largest sense of 
the word. What better beginning can 
be made than urging our young people 
to a pleasant and profitable use of 
their leisure time by reading good 
books; and if the young people read 
the whole family will read. 

We hope too that a community meet- 
ing where all the people meet, brought 
together by a common interest, will en- 
gender a community spirit which will 
set many constructive forces at work, 
whereby the leisure time of the people 
will be arranged to the best advantage 
for recreation, and good citizenship. 

The Community Service Committee is 
asking the co-operation of all other social 
and civie agencies in this community 
work, for there must be team work 
in the community, to win against the 
forces of ignorance, disease, delinquency, 
bad citizenship, un-Americanism, by 
strengthening the forces of education, 
health, good citizenship, wholesome re- 





creation, ideals, morals and American- 
ism. 

Mrs. George W. Darling, Chairman, 
Community Service Committee. 





Grinnell’s 
It is, of course, difficult to state, with 
any real accuracy, just what any of us 
is accomplishing in our earnest efforts 
to influence the tastes and habits of 
reading, of instilling the love and joy 
of good books in our children. 


There are no statistics that exactly tell 
us when we have succeeded in awakening 
a spark in some sluggish little brain, 
bringing with it the realization of its 
creative power, or implanting therein 
some American ideal or civic pride, 
when we have quickened the imagina- 
tion or helped to develop the artistic 
sense perhaps. 

All of these things we may not know, 
but still we go on, with just the simple 
faith that we may do some of these things 
for the children, and it is that faith, to- 
gether with the stimulation of one short 
year’s experience, that has convinced me 
that much can be done, and led me to 
be an enthusiastic believer in our most 
recent effort in that direction, through 
the means of a summer reading course. 

The real thought and purpose behind 

this idea, when we started last year, was 
merely to seek some good plan to meet 
in a simple and practical way a need 
of reaching and interesting the largest 
number of children possible in the books 
and stories that every child should know 
and love, but which are apt to be missed 
without a little special direction. 
In developing our plan, besides using 
it as a means of arousing the interest of 
the children in reading, we have tried 
to make use of it as a channel through 
which we might appeal for a greater 
co-operation between the library and the 
schools, and for a closer relationship 
with the parents in the home in order 
that the library may become a welcome 
aid in the influence and guidance of 
home reading. ; 
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In preparing a program to meet these 
needs, we felt that we must first provide 
a real stimulant, find some plan that 
would prove especially attractive to the 
child. All children love to work for 
something if it is only a badge or a 
diploma. It is a form that appeals, and 
we chose that form, hoping to increase 
the number of readers in that way. 

Our next step was to provide graded 
lists of forty books, with a choice of ten 
books from each list, and a review re- 
quired of each book as read. These lists 
were carefully compiled and graded, 
containing books of distinct educational 
value, approved by educational stand- 
ards, and at the same time a thoroughly 
enjoyable selection for the children’s 
summer reading. In preparation of our 
lists this year we are greatly indebted to 
the help received from the excellent 
graded lists recently compiled by the 
State Library Commission, also through 
the help of our teachers in reading a 
large percengage of the books and re- 
viewing them before meetings held for 
this purpose. In these meetings there 
was also open discussion of good and bad 
books, children’s interests, and ways of 
guiding their reading. These’ discus- 


sions brought enlightment to all, and 


have done much toward awakening the 
teachers to a realization of their great 
responsibilty and the importance of 
taking an active part in the proper 
guidance of their pupils reading. 

Statistics of last year show that 115 
began the summer reading and 98 fin- 
ished the ten books required. Yester- 
day, when I carried the reading lists-to 
the different schools for distribution, a 
spontaneous shout and clapping of 
hands greeted me in every grade as I 
entered. Today we have signed up 173 
for the course and I know of many more 
to follow. 

We were gratified to find that the 
readers of last year were keen to sign 
up again, and we notice that a great 
many slow readers who formerly refused 
the regular reading lists, because too 
indifferent to make an effort, are anx- 
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ious to enter and do their best toward 
securing a diploma, for the honor of 
their school as well as their own. 


The thought might very naturally 
arise in the minds of many at this point, 
might not a plan conducted in this man- 
ner prove to be simply a means of boost- 
ing circulation in the library. This is a 
mistaken idea, for the simple reason that 
it does not prove to do so in the work- 
ing out of the plan. Each child takes 
only one book at a time, reads it thor- 
oughly in order to meet the require- 
ment of an oral review, and only a very 
few, from the lower grades, finished 
reading the ten books before the latter 
part of the summer. It does increase the 
number of readers it is true, but the 
good readers take only one book whereas 
it had become a fixed habit for several 
years for them to take at least four 
books home at one time. These* books 
we discovered, were being merely skim- 
med or not opened at all, until the 
problem arising from this fact became 
a really grave one. The oral reviews 
helped to solve this problem very effec- 
tually, for instead of reading the mere 
words and getting the superficial out- 
line of the story, the child was taught 
to look for and really understand the 
deeper thoughts expressed in the book as 
he read. Let me add that the hearing of 
over nine hundred such reviews is an 
education in itself, both in the study of 
child nature and a deeper knowledge of 
the books. 


Although one year’s experience is 
hardly adequate to allow any definite 
statements of achievement, still I think 
we can honestly say that actual pro- 
gress has been made even in this short 
time. 


Certainly results have been shown in 
the genuine response and enthusiasm 
expressed by the children in their desire 
to read again this summer. Also in the 
ever increasing interest on the part of. 
the teachers in lending themselves in 
every way possible to the furtherance of 
the work. This together with the fine 








spirit of co-operation on the part of the 
parents, in showing themselves thor- 
oughly alive to the benefits derived from 
the proper guidance of their children’s 
reading, and lastly in arousing in the 
general public, widespread and whole- 
some interest in children’s literature, 
and pride in supporting an institution 
that is doing constructive work in shap- 
ing and enriching the minds of the 
children of the community. 

These are some of the things that have 
already been accomplished, and after all 
is said and done, the method is in reality 
only the means to an end, and should be 
worked out in the manner which seems 
best suited to the needs of your com- 
munity. The true purpose and under- 
lying principles of any enterprise for 
true service makes for success and big 
achievement, thus the real issue seems 
to meto lie in the tremendous importance 
of catching the true vision of the signifi- 
eance of the future of our children’s 
reading with reference to the child’s 
world need and local needs,,and with 
this vision ever before us to undertake 
the development of a widespread pro- 
gram for turning our children into 
strong, capable, earnest, intelligent 
Christian citizens, through the aid of 
books and reading. 

Evelyn Spencer Bray, Librarian, 
Stewart Library, Grinnell, Iowa. 


Notes From a Small Library 

Fortunately we have a number of 
teachers in our town who wish to co- 
operate with me and together we pre- 
pared a selected list of books. While 
it was understood that no child was re- 
quired to do any special reading, the 
opportunity to earn a library certificate 
by reading four of these books and re- 
porting on the books to the teacher was 
given. No elaborate review was expect- 
ed, but questions were asked so that 
the teacher might be sure the book had 
been really read, and not merely taken 
home. 

In the school report, additional credit 
was given for books read, and a number 
of children read more than the required 
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four, and they seemed to find much 
pleasure in their reading. 

My object in giving the certificate was 
to induce the children to read more care- 
fully and to improve the character of 
the books read. I knew that many of 
them were reading too many books and 
reading very carelessly. I also found 
that in following this plan during the 
school year we attracted a class of child- 
ren who would not come to the library 
during the vacation. 

I am sure our plan would not work 
every year for it depends so largely upon 
the interest the teacher has in the 
children, and I should not wish to try 
it with some teachers. 

Last summer I felt proud of the read- 
ing done by some of the high school 
girls, but there was no plan used beyond 
personal suggestions. 

I fully agree with you in regard to 
increasing not the number but the char- 
acter of the books read, and I sometimes 
wonder if our reports really indicate the 
work we do. My patrons read alto- 
gether too much fiction, but many of 
them are tired, worn-out folks who find 
their recreation so largely in the library 
that I have not the heart to urge any 
heavier reading. 

Recently the Normal Training class 
came to the library and looked over the 
children’s books with me to find what 
they might use in their work in the 
rural schools this fall. The plan of de- 
voting a certain time to showing the. 
books to the girls and explaining how 
they may be used, seems to work out 
very nicely. 

We have been busy recently in the 
library in assisting in writing toasts, 
class wills and all that the end of a 
school year brings. Memorial addresses 
also received attention. We never do any 
big work, but I try to feel that it is @ 
real privilege to have a part in so much 
of the little work that is done in a small 
town, and that is what keeps us from 
living on ‘‘Main Street.’’ 

Fannie V. Eastman, 
Nashua Publie Library. 


Librarian, 
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Comption’s Pictured Encyclopedia 


The children’s librarians of the state 
who have not seen Compton’s Pictured 
encycleopedia may be interested to know 
a few of its good points, as well as a 
few of its less desirable qualities as com- 
pared with that standby of all encycleo- 
pedias for children the ‘‘ World Book.’’ 

We have given some little time to a 
comparison of the two, and still feel that 
the ‘‘World Book’’ is the one to be ree- 
ommended for a first purchase, and that 
Compton’s supplements, rather than 
takes the place of the former, and will 
doubtless be useful where a library can 
afford both. 


The half tone illustrations in The 
Compton are numerous and beautiful, 
the paper, print, margins and general 
mechanical makeup are unsurpassed. It 
is a work of atmosphere and impressions 
and there is no question concerning its 
appeal to the children. However, as a 
reference tool to which one turns for 
facts on a given subject, it will not be 
as useful as the ‘‘ World Book.’’ In re- 
ferring to the latter, we have the last 
edition in mind. 

Librarians will regret the necessity of 
having to use an index volume for the 
Compton, and will feel that it would 
have been a decided advantage had the 
editor planned to embody the index, 
with its additional brief facts, in al- 
phabetical order in the body of the 
work. As the index volume is not yet 
published, it is difficult to gauge its 
usefulness from a sample page. 


However, a comparison of entries in 
the two works gives proof of a considera- 
bly wider range of subjects treated at 
length in the ‘‘World Book’’ than in 
Compton’s, which will be a great ad- 
vantage to librarians who can afford 
but one. Also the ‘‘ World Book”’ offers 
suggestive and related topics at the end 
of articles which have definite value if 
one needs to run down, or broaden out 
on a given subject. 

From the library point of view, it is 
a regret that Compton’s should devote 
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space in each volume to a retelling of 
children’s classics, which may be found 
on the library shelves in their original 
dress. 


In brief we might sum it up in one 
sentence by saying that Compton’s 
gives atmosphere and the ‘‘ World Book”’ 
gives facts. This is why it supplements 
the latter. It certainly has distinct in- 
dividuality, and will be an addition to 
any children’s room, but not a necessity. 

The Des Moines Children’s room has 
both encyclopedias and it will be in- 
teresting to watch to which one the 
children will turn for their school refer- 
ence work. 

Linn Jones, Children’s Librarian, Des 
Moines Public Library. 





How to Keep up the Summer Circula- 
tion 
The following experiences from a num- 
ber of the librarians of the state are 
offered as a reply to the above question 
submitted by one of the librarians. 


Burlington 


In addition to the usual lists for sum- 
mer reading, the Burlington Public Li- 
brary is this year using a special dis- 
play window. Here an attractive poster 
advertises collections of books which 
have been gathered together because of 
their bearing on the interests and acti- 
vities of the season or because they seem 
to offer a peculiarly attractive course of 
reading. These window displays are 
changed each week to meet varied tastes 
and to keep interest alive. 

For the children the librarian is mak- 
ing her lists from new titles only so 
that the youth of the city may not only 
learn to know something of the worth 
while books of the day, but we hope, may 
develop a discriminating knowledge of. 
present day authors and their work. 


Mrs. Cora Poor Millard, Librarian. 


Cedar Rapids Public Library 


To a very limited extent ‘vacation 
privileges help keep up the circulation 
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and interest in reading. This means 
that people leaving the city are allowed 
six fourteen-day books, which need not 
be returned until the first of September. 


Some patrons take advantage of the 
summer’s leisure to. read books in the 
winter’s club work; others make a point 
of reading some worth-while books— 
perhaps those that have been crowded 
out of their busy lives. 


The reading of children has been 
helped by using lists and granting cer- 
tificates when twelve books have been 
read and reported. When a child reads 
a book his name is posted and a star 
added. These lists comprise interesting 
books that the child might have missed 
without this suggestion. 

Joanna Hagey, Librarian. 


Colfax 

This, I find is a pretty hard problem. 
I try to add a few books to the shelves 
each month. Our newspaper is pub- 
lished on Thursday and I have my list 
of books in the paper and place them 
on the shelves on the same Thursday. 
Those who read the paper make inquiry 
about the new books. When I have 
time I try to give a brief review of the 
books. Patrons have told me that they 
enjoyed reading any book notices pub- 
lished. When a reader drops off for a 
time I mail him a reminder card with 
names of books which I think will appeal 
to him. I also send invitations to new 
residents to use the library. 


Josephine B. Logsdon, Librarian. 


Denison 


Someone has said that in summer a 
librarian is‘ nothing more nor less than 
a ‘‘Lady Hermit.’’ In order to avoid 
a librarian playing solitaire during the 
summer months, I would suggest that 
she make arrangements with the English 
teachers whereby the school children can 
do required reading for book reports and 
have credit given them for vacation read- 
ing. Advertisements something like 
these are rather attractive also: ‘‘ Make 
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books part of your porch furniture;” 
**Visit your library and take home a 
good book;’’ or this: ‘‘Give the three 
R’s another chance in your life, Read, 
Rest and Reflect ;’’ ‘‘ Visit your library 
and ‘outfit’ the entire family with good 


books.’’ I think this is better than a 
booklist but both can be used to good 
effect. 

Grace E. Meyers, Librarian. 


Dubuque 


We, here in the Dubuque Library, 
believe that extremely hot as well as 
cold weather causes an increase in read- 
ing, especially among children. ‘‘Too 
hot for exercise’’ means for many a 
reader a search for a book. We have, 
however, in several ways attempted to 
stimulate summer reading in general. 


Movie slides depicting delightful vaca- 
tion scenes with the book always in evi- 
dence have been run in the theatres. 


Articles featuring for those who must 
stay at home the delights of travel with 
the book are frequently inserted in the 
newspapers and vacation privileges are 
very generally advertised. 


In the library itself, posters are hung 
in the main corridor with the slogans: 
‘*Take a book along,’’ ‘‘ Vacation Read- 
ing,’’ ‘‘Summer Reading,’’ ete. Below 
these are placed collections of books, 
both books and posters being frequently 
changed. 

Also a collection of travel books with 
posters is displayed in the corridor 
among which are placed railway and 
ocean travel folders. 


Road maps and the Blue Books of 
the territory about Dubuque are pur- 
chased for circulation and these, proving 
popular, bring many to the library who 
othewise might not come. 


In spite of all these efforts, however, 
we realize that the library must yield 
to such worthy rivals as golf, tennis, 
swimming, motoring, ete., awaiting 18 
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turn contentedly until the season again 
calls to the Book. 
May M. Clark, Librarian. 


Maquoketa 

We are working on a plan this sum- 
mer, which has never been tried here 
before. In co-operation with one of the 
Girl’s Societies we are planning a series 
of story telling hours and perhaps a few 
game parties to be held in the parks 
this summer. We have no idea how well 
it will take of course but we are hoping 
to attract the children to the library this 
way. The girls of this society are all 
of high school age and they are to tell 
the stories under supervision of course. 
This will require a certain amount of 
preparatory work and may create an 
interest in more serious reading than is 
eustomary with high school girls. 

Helen M. Morse, Librarian. 


Storm Lake 


I have never tried any methods to 
increase the circulation during the sum- 
mer months that are different from the 
other seasons except as the season would 
naturally suggest. Of course most of 
the demands are along the line of nature 
books, swimming, sports, birds, insect, 
ete. I have posters and lists as at other 
times. I think it is a mistake to have 
very large lists as they become accus- 
tomed to seeing the same books and they 
cease to be interested. I think it better 
to have the lists small and add new 
books from time to time. 


I also try to talk more to the children 
about the books as I have a little more 
time. For instance, last Friday I talked 
to a group of small boys about difference 
between moths and butterflies. When 
they return their books they are to tell 
me how they can distinguish between 


‘the two. _In such cases I let children 


take out just as many books as do adults. 

In regard to the adults, aside from 
fiction, I try to display books of travel, 
essays, etc.—ones that would be much 
better than fiction and yet not take a 
great amount of deep thinking. 


91 


We have never had so much interest 
in wood flowers as this year. We have 
to go to Sae City or Sioux Rapids for 
them. People are very nice about bring- 
ing me some for display at the library. 
The county superintendent brought me 
a beautiful specimen of a lady slipper 
recently. There were thirty people in 
the library and not one of them had 
ever seen a specimen before. It is un- 
believable but it is trpe. 

Elizabeth Walpole, Librarian. 


Winterset 

We all know it to be a difficult task to 
keep up the circulation during the sum- 
mer. 

I have a ‘‘ Vacation reading privilege’’ 
allowing as many as six books on a card 
—must be books not in special demand 
(not late fiction) and may be kept four 
weeks without renewal. I find this is 
much appreciated in the township exten- 
sion and helps to keep up that circula- 
tion. 

I urge the club women to prepare for 
papers that come early in the club year 
by reading during the summer and 
allow a special privilege for such books. 

Blanche E. Howard, Librarian. 





Magazine Binding 
The question ‘‘ What magazines should 
a small library bind’’ was asked in sev- 
eral of the district meetings and came 
again in answer to requests for sugges- 
tions for a Quarterly article. 


In reply we print part of an article 
appearing in the Quarterly several years 
ago with a few minor changes. 

‘‘In libraries with small collections 
of travel, science, sociology and other 
class books, bound periodicals become 
even more valuable than in libraries with 
large collections, but in no library ex- 
cept the largest should an attempt be 
made to biwd all the magazines received. 
No magazines not indexed in the Read- 
er’s Guide should ever be bound. 


For the small library the following 
are suggested: Outlook or Independent 
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(one of these is sufficient and the set 
begun should be continued), World’s 
Work, National Geographic Magazine, 
Survey and St. Nicholas. The Century, 
Harper’s Magazine, Scribner’s and At- 
lantic will also be found useful for 
many subjects. 


Opinion may differ here and each li- 
brarian must decide for herself which 
of these are required by the reference 
work which she is called upon to do. 
Only the larger libraries should attempt 
to build up a complete set of any maga- 
zines.’” Having bound volumes for re- 
cent years it might be well to bind back 
to 1915, but it is not necessary to go 
back of that date. 

We believe that in small libraries the 
tendency is to bind as well as subscribe 
for too many rather than too few maga- 
zines. There is not only the cost of 
binding to be considered, and that is no 
small consideration, but also the space 
which they will occupy on the shelves 
and this becomes an embarrassing matter 
as the book collections increase. 

A simple form of home binding or 
pamphlet boxes, may be used, but old 
and useless magazines should not be al- 
lowed to accumulate to gather dust and 
menace the housekeeping reputation of 
the librarian. 


In this connection it might be sug- 
gested that when the cumulation of the 
Readers’ Guide comes the monthly num- 
bers should be put away. 





Historical Prize Essay Award 


The prizes offered by Mrs. Towner 
for the best essays on Washington and 
Mount Vernon, have been awarded as 
follows: First, to Miss Mary Crew, 
Pella, Iowa, and the second to Miss 
Marie Volberding, Dike, Iowa. They are 
both Sophomores in High school. Miss 
Crew is fifteen years old and Miss Vol- 
berding is sixteen. The first prize was 
Ten Dollars and the second, a five-vol 
ume set of ‘‘American Patriots and 
Statesmen,’’ edited by Albert Bushnell 
Hart. 
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A New Branch Library 


There was not even standing room 
left at the opening of the new Fair 
Ground Branch Library at East Walnut 
and 30th streets on Friday evening, 
April 21. Fathers, mothers, the young 
people of the neighborhood and a few 
babies were in the audience. The Merey 
Rebekah lodge adjourned its meeting and 
attended in a body, and the whole audi- 
ence was a most enthusiastic one. Mr. 
Charles S. Worth, President of the Li- 
brary board, introduced the speakers of 
the evening. There were songs by Mrs. C. 
A. Barber of the Colonial Glee club with 
Miss Minette Patterson as accompanist, 
and selections by the orchestra of the 
Grant Park Church. Mayor Garver and 
Mrs. Morris of the City Council, were 
present, and the Mayor made a short 
talk. Hon. J. B. Weaver gave an ad- 
dress upon the value of books in the 
home and in the community, and later 
recited an original poem and also con- 
tributed to the musical program of the 
evening, much to the delight of the 
audienee. Mr. W. Victor Brooks, trustee 
of Sherman lodge, Mrs. John Lenze, 
president of the Willard Parent-Teach- 
ers association, and Miss Grace Trautner, 
principal of Willard school, all told of 
the community effort to obtain the 
branch library and Miss Trautner gave & 
history of the beginnings of library ef- 
fort in that section of the city, speak- 
ing especially of the work of Mrs. Knee- 
land, who was instrumental in obtaining 
their first library service. Mrs. Fred P. 
Weitz of the Library Board, Miss Grace 
D. Rose, city librarian, and Miss 
Blanche Smith, the branch librarian, 
were all introduced to the audience, 
After the program the ladies of the Wil- 
lard School Mothers club served frappe. 
Ferns and flowering plants sent by 
friends added to the occasion. 


This branch was opened as the result 
of splendid community effort which is 
worthy of mention. One thousand tax- 
payers and residents signed a petition 
for the establishment of a library, and 
each one has taken an enthusiastic in- 
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terest in the work. They feel that the 
library belongs to them and they are 
eager to support it. Trustees and other 
members of the Odd Fellows Lodge con- 
tributed their services toward the paint- 
ing and other work on the building. The 
manual training department at Willard 
school made the benches for the child- 
ren’s reading tables. The Willard Par- 
ent-Teachers association contributed 
money for a very beautiful picture, en- 
titled ‘‘Washington’s Constitutional 
Address,’’ by Violet Oakley, and many 
others contributed generously. 


The room, 22x80 feet, was formerly 
occupied by a pool hall and everyone 
remarked upon the wonderful transfor- 
mation that had been acomplished. The 
walls are in a soft gray; there are crash 
eurtains with a bright border at the 
windows; while pictures and books with 


- the usual library furniture make a most 


inviting atmosphere. 


The story hours held in the afternoon 
of the same day were attended by over 
four hundred chidlren and the whole 
day was one of rejoicing for the Fair 
Ground community. 


The new branch will be open from 
1 to 9 p. m., on Monday’s, Wednesday’s 
and Friday’s, during the spring and 
summer months. 

The patronage since April 21, has 
grown steadily, with an average circu- 
lation of over 1,000 books each week. 

The South Side has also presented a 
large petition for a branch library and 
it is planned to open one in that section 
in the early fall. 





An Itinerant Mender 


The suggestion of a competent mender 
to travel from library to library and 
relieve the librarian of the task of book 
mending met with a favorable reception 
from many of the librarians in attend- 
ance at the District Meetings. 


_ Since the adjournment of these meet- 
ings, the secretary of the Library Com- 
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mission has had the matter under con- 
sideration with the Hertzberg Bindery 
and it is probable that a man who un- 
derstands binding and mending will be 
available for work July 1st or soon after. 


The plan will involve the furnishing 
of material by the mender and a charge 
by time instead of books. The work 
may perhaps include recasing. The 
charge will probably be at the rate of 
$35.00 per week but as a week’s work 
will probably include about five hundred 
books, the charge will be very reason- 
able. 


In addition to the saving of time to 
the busy librarian and the speedy return 
of books to circulation the educational 
value to the librarian of the information 
which will come to her from the help of 
the ‘‘mender’’ will be worth consider. 
able. We believe that the plan will have 
the tendency to raise the physical condi- 
tion of the book collections, thus adding 
to the efficiency of the libraries. The 
mender sent out will be with the en- 
dorsement of the commission and routed 
by the secretary. 


Will all libraries wishing these serv- 
ices please send their applications at 
once to Miss Robinson, specifying choice 
of date, if any, and probable number of 
books needing mending. 





Corrections 
The following errors have been called 
to our attention in the list of per capita 
income and circulation for the libraries 
of the state and are gladly corrected. If 
other corrections are due and are not 


made, it is because our attention has not 
been called to them. 

Cedar Falls Circulation per capita 6.4 
instead of 5.3. 

Waterloo Income per capita 89 in- 
stead of 82. 

In the summary of the highest per 
eapitas, 25,000 to 100,000, Davenport .90 
income should be substituted for Sioux 
City .67. 











New Picture Collections 


As announced in the last number a 
beautiful new exhibit of colored reprints 
of the works of American artists has 
been added to the Traveling Picture col- 
lection of the commission. These pic- 
tures are framed without glass and this 
group consists of seventeen pictures 
only, some of which are smaller, re- 
quiring but one box for shipment and 
reducing the cost of transportation over 
some of the older collections. 


These in common with other groups 
are loaned for two weeks, but no change 
ean be made for their exhibition. 


Several new unframed collections in 
black and white and also colors have 
been purchased as well as an open col- 
lection from which selected groups may 
be made up. 


Four new collections of stereoptical 
views have been added, including Cos- 
tumes of different countries, American 
Indians, Birds and Flowers. 


A new leaflet describing the Travel- 
ing Pictures Collections of the commis- 
sion will soon be issued. This will give 
cost per 100 pounds for 100 miles of 
the framed exhibits, enabling borrowers 
to compute the probable cost of trans- 
portation. 





New Graded Lists 


The new graded lists suitable for the 
first and second, third, fourth and fifth 
and sixth grades reading prepared by 
the Iowa Library Commission in co-op- 
eration with children’s librarians of the 
State are now ready for distribution. 
These are for the use of the librarians 
and will be furnished upon request. 


In quantities of one hundred or less 
of each grade, they will be furnished 
free to libraries and schools. Over that 
number a small charge will be made to 
cover cost. 


These are the lists referred to by Mrs. 
Darling in her letter to the librarians. 
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Library News of the State | 





Ames—‘‘Home-coming week’’ was 
observed at the library, April Ist to 
8th, the purpose of which was to secure 
the return of lost and strayed books 
which had dropped out of circulation, 
No questions were asked and no fines 
levied. Books are often mislaid and- 
forgotten which are brought to light 
by house-cleaning—hence these dates, 

Atlantic—W A. Follett, a member of 
the board of library trustees since its 
first organization, and its first secretary, 
died on March 25th. He was president 
of the board at the time of his death 
and his going is a loss to the board. 

Cedar Public Library—Miss 
Clara A. Glidden will leave during the 
summer to make her home in California. 


“Miss Ruth Howe, of the Pittsburgh 


Library School has been secured to fill 
the vacancy. Miss Fannie Wolfe will 
spend the summer in Europe. 

A lecture on Iowa’s Scenic Places will 
be given in the library by Mr. F. J. 
Lazell, Thursday evening, June 8th. 
Slides will be loaned by the Iowa State 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Clarinda—A bird contest carried on 
by the library was participated in by 
a large number of boys and girls. The 
winners, one boy and three girls, named 
correctly thirty-six birds. 

Davenport—The Children’s Depart- 
ment of the Davenport Public Library 
gave two puppet shows, recently. 
‘*Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” 
was given as arranged by Tony Sarg 
in his ‘‘Marionette Book.’’ The mar- 
ionettes were borrowed from the P. E. 
O. Chapter at Fort Dodge. There were 
four performances of this show. Only 
about fifty children could enjoy it at 
one time, because of the minature 
stage About two hunderd children 
came and waited their turn to see the 
show. 

The staff in the Children’s Depart 
ment then arranged the story of ‘‘Cim- 


























S47 BSS 5 SPME ERSPs@ FSS es SasrP geese Lid 


Pt S58 aS40 Bie 


derella’’ to be used in the same way, 
and made their own marionettes. 
‘‘Cinderella’’ was equally popular with 
the children, and the plan is to use 
them in some of the stations through 
the summer. 

Decorah—The board of trustees of 
the public library has purchased the 
building occupied by the Decorah Jour- 
nal and the library will be moved to 
this new homé as soon as the building 
is vacated, remodeled and redecovreted. 

The library has outgrown its quar- 
ters in the Court House and the new 
rooms will afford space for present 
needs with opportunity for growth. 
The central location and the increased 
space will contribute greatly to the 
efficiency of the library. 

Des Moines— Library Club — The 
April meeting of the Des Moines Li- 
brary Club was held at the City Library 
on April 28th. The program consisted 
of an imitation of bird notes and a 
reading by Mr. John Woodmansee and 
an interesting bird talk by Mr. Sawit- 
zky, who was in the city with an ex- 
hibit of American paintings. These 
were followed by the one-act play, 
“‘Fourteen’’ by Alice Gerstenberg. The 
parts were well taken by Miss Mary 
Rosemond, Miss Mary Brigham and 
Miss Dorothea Heins, with Mrs. Jo- 
sephine Hunter Ray as_ director. 
Esquimo Pies and tea were served fol- 
lowing the play. . 

Dubuque—Miss Ruth Dennis, former 
assistant in the Carnegie-Stout Library 
is returning to take charge of the cir- 
culation, Miss Louise Harragan taking 
the cataloging department, in place of 
Miss Rowena Lodwick, who has re- 
signed. . 

Eagle Grove—J. R .Smith has given 
the public library a one thousand dol- 
lar government bond for a permanent 
fund, the interest and premium to be 
used for the purchase of books. The 
bond draws 414 per cent interest pay- 
able semi-annually, making $45.00 per 
year. Mr. Smith was the first presi- 
dent of the library board of trustees 
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and held that position for many years. 
He has always taken a great interest 
in its work and has been a generous 
donator of valuable books to its shelves. 

Glenwood—Notwithstanding a stead- 
ily increasing patronage, the library 
board finds itself facing an acute finan- 
cial deficiency, caused by a reduction 
in its levy with that of other city de- 
partments. Appeal has been made 
through the Chamber of Commerce to 
the city council for assistance—the 
board meeting with the Chamber of 
Commerce for a consideration of the 
work of the library and its needs at 
the present time. Two large urns, the 
gift of the P. E. O. have been filled 
with flowering plants and add greatly 
to the appearance of the library. 


Hampton—Mr. Robert Saley has been 
appointed a member of the library 
board to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of Mr. T. E. B. Hudson. 

A beautiful picture ‘“‘The First 
Thanksgiving’’ by J. L. Ferris has been 
given to the club room of the library. 
A fine piano has also recently been 
given to the library for this room—a 
large initial payment on which was 
made by Miss Eva Hampton. This 
room is much used for meetings) of 
many kinds, a Red Cross Children’s 
Clinie being one of the latest uses to 
which it was.put. 

Hamburg— Miss Letha Davidson, who 
has served most successfully as li- 
brarian since the opening of the library 
in June, 1919, has resigned to take a 
course at the Library School of the 
University of Wisconsin. Mrs. G. M. 
Beal has been selected to succeed Miss 
Davidson. 

Harlan—Nine volumes of children’s 
books, some in reinforced bindings, 
have recently been presented to the 
library by the P. E. O. Chapter. 

Independence—The library has re- 
cently received.a gift of seventy-five 
books of art, poetry and fiction from 
Miss Harriet Lake, and about eighty 
juvenile books from Mrs. Bower Crum- 











backer, with a smaller number from 
Mrs. Donnan and Mrs. Lambert. 

Missouri Valley—Mrs. A. H. Sniff, a 
member of the library board since 1908 
and secretary since 1913, died suddenly 
on February 23d. A memorial was held 
for her in April in the library auditor- 
ium by the Improvement League. 

Mrs. Sniff was an ideal board mem- 
ber, interested in every phase of the 
work and will be greatly missed. She 
was a sister of Mrs. Florence G. Anders, 
librarian at Iowa Falls, and aunt of 
Miss Mae C. Anders of the Des Moines 


Public Library—a strong library fam-: 


ily. 

Mount Ayr—The library grounds 
have been beautified by vines and 
shrubbery now forming one of the 
most attractive spots in the town. 

Nashua—tThe library roof is to be 
entirely made over. The city council 
voluntarily voted $400.00 toward the 
expense, which will cover half the cost. 
The other half will be met by reduction 
in some other library expenses. 


Newton—Three hundred and ninety 
volumes from the library of Miss 
Guliema Zollinger were purchased by 
popular subscription at a recent auction 
sale and presented to the library. These 
inelude many on English history, cus- 


toms and travel. Miss Zollinger was 
the author of ‘‘Widow O’Callaghan’s 
boys”’ and ‘‘A boy’s ride.’’ She had 
planned to follow the latter with other 
books with scenes laid in early English 
history. 

Ottumwa—Merrill C. Gilmore has 
been appointed to fill the vacancy on 
the board of library trustees, caused by 
the death of Mr. J. B. Sax. Mr. Sax 
was appointed in May, 1919 to fill a 
vacancy and reappointed in 1921 for a 
five year’s term. 

Perry—Mrs. T. J. Gilbert has pre- 
sented to the public library one hun- 
dred and thirty-two volumes from the 
library of her husband as a memorial 
to him. The collection includes history, 
literature, travel and art books. 

Sibley—The librarian is the proud 


possessor of a photograph of seven 
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pairs of twins who are borrowers from _ 
the Sibley library. Two other pairs 


failed to be present for the picture but 
not to borrow books. 

Sioux City—Miss Marian Manley 
who joined the staff a year ago has 
been made head of the combined eir- 


culation and reference departments 


ealled the adult department. Miss — 
Clarissa Hoskins of Sioux City, who 
will graduate from the Library School 
of Los Angeles Public Library has been 
selected as an assistant to succeed Miss 
Helen Hummer who has resigned to be 
married in June. 


Storm Lake—The library has recent- | 


ly received gifts of books or money to 


buy books from Walter D. Codking, — 


superintendent of schools, for educa- 
tional books, ‘‘the Delphian Club’’ books 
on pottery and the Tuesday Club to 
start a Music Corner. 

Tama—<At the March meeting of the 
library board, the wives and husbands 
of board members were invited and 
after the business was concluded, a re- 
view of ‘‘If Winter Comes’’ was given 
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by Mr. J. B. Murdough, one of the ~ 


trustees, following which refreshments 
were served. 
Traer—To accomodate the growing 


collection of books, new shelving has e 


been placed in the library. 
Whiting—Mrs. W. G. Brown, w 


has served for seven years as a member _ a 


of the library board has resigned and — 


Mrs. Chloe Rains Beatty, librarian be- — 


fore her marriage; has been appointed 
to fill the vacancy. 
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Winthrop—Miss Harriet Lake of In- — i 


dependence has donated two hundred — 
volumes from her own private library © 


.to the newly established library. 


Woodbine—The library at Woodbine 3 


has suffered a loss by the death on 
April 3d of Mr. F. L. Hupp, who had 


been a member of the board of trustees a f 


since its organization in 1908. The 


vacancy has been filled by the appoiilla 4 


ment of Dr. Welles Dewell, formerly 
Mayor of Woodbine. 





